


NCTCOG Maps 
www.dfwmaps.com 

DISCLAIMER 
This data has been compiled for NCTCOG. Various 
official and unofficial sources were used to gather this 
information. Every effort was made to ensure the 
accuracy of this data, however, no guarantee is given 
or implied as to the accuracy of said data. 
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% OF
DEPARTMENT FY05-06 FY06-07 FY07-08 FY08-09 FY09-10 BUDGET

General Administrative Office 6 6 7 7 7 5.3%

Municipal Court 2 3 3 3 3 2.3%

Fire 24 27 27 27 27 20.6%

Police 39 43 45 46 46 35.1%

Public Services 11 11 11 11 11 8.4%

Recreation and Community Services 4 7 7 7 7 5.3%

Library 4 4 4 4 4 3.1%

Inspections/Code Enforcement 6 6 6 6 7 5.3%

Fleet Maintenance 2 2 2 2 2 1.5%

Economic Development 1 1 1 1 1 0.8%

Water & Wastewater 17 17 17 17 16 12.2%

TOTALS 116 127 130 131 131 100.00%

CITY OF SAGINAW

2009-2010
SCHEDULE OF PERSONNEL BY DEPARTMENT
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JOB TITLE FY05-06 FY06-07 FY07-08 FY08-09 FY09-10
Maintenance Worker - Parks 0 2 2 2 2
Maintenance Worker - Public Services 9 9 9 9 8
Maintenance Worker - W/WW 4 4 4 4 4
Meter Reader/Maintenance 1 1 1 1 1
Administrative Clerk 4 4 4 4 4
Court Clerk 0 1 1 1 1
Library Assistant 2 2 2 2 2
Senior Center Supervisor 1 1 1 1 1
Senior Maintenance Worker - W/WW 1 1 1 1 1
Senior Maintenance Worker - Public Services 0 0 0 0 1
Administrative Technician - Adm. 1 1 1 1 1
Administrative Technician - W/WW 1 1 1 1 1
Dispatcher 4 4 4 5 5
Public Services Officer 0 0 1 1 1
Animal Control Officer 1 1 1 1 1
Code Enforcement Officer 2 2 2 2 2
Park Crew Supervisor 0 1 1 1 1
Administrative Assistant - W/WW 1 1 1 1 1
Administrative Assistant and HR 1 1 1 1 1
Communications Supervisor 1 1 1 1 1
Athletic Program Coordinator 1 1 1 0 0
Recreation and Aquatic Coordinator 0 0 0 1 1
Crew Supervisor - W/WW 2 2 2 2 2
Inspector 2 2 2 0 0
Inspector - Public Services 1 1 1 1 1
Children's Services Librarian 1 1 1 1 1
Crew Supervisor - Public Services 1 1 1 1 1
Firefighter 16 18 18 18 18
Police Officer 25 29 30 30 30
Recreation Supervisor 1 1 1 1 1
Senior Inspector 0 0 0 2 2
Senior Mechanic 1 1 1 1 1
Environmental Specialist 1 1 1 1 1
Fire Lieutenant 6 6 6 6 6
Police Sergeant 6 6 5 5 5
Administrative Supervisor 1 1 1 1 1
City Secretary 1 1 1 1 1
Municipal Court Judge 1 1 1 1 1
Asst. Finance Director/Budget Analyst 0 0 1 1 1
Chief Mechanic 1 1 1 1 1
Library Director 1 1 1 1 1
Information Technology Manager 1 1 1 1 1
Chief Building Official 1 1 1 1 1
Economic Development Coordinator 1 1 1 1 1
Professional Standards Lieutenant 0 0 1 1 1
Water & Wastewater Supt./Field Operations 1 1 1 1 1
Fire Captain 1 1 1 1 1
Fire Marshall 0 1 1 1 1
Police Captain 2 2 2 2 2
Recreation and Community Services Director 1 1 1 1 1
Director of Public Works/Community Development 1 1 1 1 1
Fire Chief 1 1 1 1 1
Police Chief 1 1 1 1 1
Asst. City Manager/Finance Director 1 1 1 1 1
City Manager 1 1 1 1 1
TOTAL FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES 116 127 130 131 131

CITY OF SAGINAW
SUMMARY OF PERSONNEL BY JOB CLASSIFICATION

2009-2010
NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES
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CITY OF SAGINAW 
PERSONNEL INFORMATION 

2009-2010 
 

FULL-TIME PERSONNEL BY DEPARTMENT 
 
 

 
 

RESIDENT TO EMPLOYEE RATIO 
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General Administrative 
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16, 12%
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CITY OF SAGINAW 
LONGEVITY INFORMATION 

2009-2010 
 

 
Out of 131 full-time employees, 46 have worked 

for the City of Saginaw ten years or more. 
 
 

EMPLOYEES WITH 20+ YEARS OF SERVICE 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 City Manager – 33 Yrs.  Fire Chief – 23 Yrs. 
 City Secretary – 25 Yrs.  Fire Lieutenants – 29 & 24 Yrs. 
 Municipal Court Judge – 25 Yrs.  Police Sergeants – 28 & 25 & (2) 21 Yrs. 
 Administrative Assistant and HR – 22 Yrs.  Communications Supervisor – 22 Yrs. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Crew Supervisor W/WW – 24 Yrs. 
 W & WW Supt./Field Operations – 22 Yrs. 
 Chief Building Inspector – 21 Yrs. 
 Inspector – Public Service – 21 Yrs. 
 Maintenance Worker – W/WW – 20 Yrs. 
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FUND/DEPARTMENT DESIGNATION BUDGETED COST

GENERAL FUND
GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
Paperless Council Agenda/Packets (2) New 4,000$                       
Remit Plus Payment Scanner System New 10,000                       

Department Total 14,000$                     

MUNICIPAL COURT
Computers (3) Replacement 3,000$                       

Department Total 3,000$                       

FIRE
Computers (2) Replacement 2,000$                       
Opticom System Continuation New 5,000                         
Rescue Vehicle Replacement 86,000                       
Fire Equipment Replacement 15,945                       

Department Total 108,945$                   

PUBLIC SERVICES
Solar-Powered Flashing School Zone Lights New 29,150$                     
Quiet Zone Safety Study New 7,500                         
Paint Rail Cars at Depot Building Replacement 11,000                       

Department Total 47,650$                     

INSPECTIONS/CODE ENFORCEMENT
Computers (2) Replacement 1,400$                       

Department Total 1,400$                       

GENERAL FUND TOTAL 174,995$                  

CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND
1997 C.O. PROJECTS
Subdivision and Zoning Ordinance Update Replacement 20,000$                     

1997 C.O. Projects Total 20,000$                     

2002 G.O. PROJECTS
Recreation Center Equipment Replacement 3,600$                       

2002 G.O. Projects Total 3,600$                       

2006 G.O. PROJECTS
Aquatic Center Equipment Replacement 14,500$                     

2006 G.O. Projects Total 14,500$                     

2006 C.O. PROJECTS
South Streets Replacement 180,000$                   
North Streets Replacement 235,000                     
Crack Seal Replacement 30,000                       

2006 C.O. Projects Total 445,000$                   

CITY OF SAGINAW
SCHEDULE OF CAPITAL OUTLAY BY FUND/DEPARTMENT

2009-2010
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2007 C.O. PROJECTS
Longhorn Road Reconstruction Replacement 2,300,000$                

2007 C.O. Projects Total 2,300,000$                

2009 C.O. PROJECTS
Fleet Maintenance Center Replacement 1,100,000$                

2009 C.O. Projects Total 1,100,000$                

2010 C.O. PROJECTS
W. Bailey Boswell Phase I Replacement 1,790,000$                

2010 C.O. Projects Total 1,790,000$                

CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND TOTAL 5,673,100$               

ENTERPRISE FUND
WATER AND WASTEWATER
Blue Mound 8" Water Line (Lawson to 820) Replacement 137,000$                   
Longhorn 16" Water Line (Saginaw Blvd. to Old Decatur) Replacement 1,100,000                  
Residential Water Meter Change Out Program Replacement 200,000                     
Vactor Truck New 60,000                       
Remit Plus Payment Scanner System New 8,035                         
National Guard 15" Sewer Line Replacement 210,000                     

Department Total 1,715,035$                

ENTERPRISE FUND TOTAL 1,715,035$               

DRAINAGE UTILITY FUND
Skid Loader New 37,000$                     

 Vactor Truck New 10,000                       

DRAINAGE UTILITY FUND TOTAL 47,000$                    

DONATIONS FUND
Bug prevention/treatment system for the Animal Shelter New 2,150$                       

DONATIONS FUND TOTAL 2,150$                      

GRAND TOTAL CAPITAL OUTLAY ALL FUNDS 7,612,280$               
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CITY OF SAGINAW 
TAX RATE ANALYSIS 

2009-2010 
 

CITY OF SAGINAW TAX RATES 
 

T AX M &O M & O I& S I&S T OTA L
Y E AR R ATE P E RC E NT R ATE P E RC E NT TAX  RAT E
199 0 0 .3 10 080 5 7.53% 0.228 92 0 4 2.47 % 0.53 900 0
199 1 0 .3 29 860 5 7.97% 0.239 14 0 4 2.03 % 0.56 900 0
199 2 0 .3 73 740 5 8.36% 0.245 26 0 4 1.64 % 0.58 900 0
199 3 0 .2 96 700 4 7.17% 0.332 30 0 5 2.83 % 0.62 900 0
199 4 0 .2 14 070 4 0.31% 0.316 93 0 5 9.69 % 0.53 100 0
199 5 0 .1 74 940 3 3.32% 0.350 06 0 6 6.68 % 0.52 500 0
199 6 0 .1 79 060 3 4.11% 0.345 94 0 6 5.89 % 0.52 500 0
199 7 0 .1 58 890 2 9.15% 0.386 11 0 7 0.85 % 0.54 500 0
199 8 0 .1 66 620 3 2.99% 0.338 38 0 6 7.01 % 0.50 500 0
199 9 0 .2 09 855 4 1.97% 0.290 14 5 5 8.03 % 0.50 000 0
200 0 0 .1 81 559 3 6.31% 0.318 44 1 6 3.69 % 0.50 000 0
200 1 0 .2 62 231 5 0.43% 0.257 76 9 4 9.57 % 0.52 000 0
200 2 0 .2 48 601 4 6.04% 0.291 39 9 5 3.96 % 0.54 000 0
200 3 0 .2 72 844 5 0.53% 0.267 15 6 4 9.47 % 0.54 000 0
200 4 0 .2 44 831 4 5.34% 0.295 16 9 5 4.66 % 0.54 000 0
200 5 0 .2 58 671 5 0.72% 0.251 32 9 4 9.28 % 0.51 000 0
200 6 0 .2 42 114 4 9.72% 0.244 88 6 5 0.28 % 0.48 700 0
200 7 0 .2 04 090 4 4.76% 0.251 91 0 5 5.24 % 0.45 600 0
200 8 0 .2 23 852 5 0.19% 0.222 14 8 4 9.81 % 0.44 600 0
200 9 0 .2 63 906 5 8.76% 0.185 20 9 4 1.24 % 0.44 911 5  

 
2009 TARRANT COUNTY TAX RATES AND POPULATIONS 

 
TA X IN G  E NT ITY T AX  RA TE TA X IN G  E NT ITY T AX  RA TE
E N TIT Y TA X  R A TE P O P UL AT IO N E N TIT Y T AX  RA TE P O P UL AT IO N
TA R RA N T CO U N TY 0. 62 9 5 67 1 ,8 0 7, 75 0 S a g i na w 0. 44 9 1 15 19 , 36 5
A rl ing to n 0. 6 48 0 0 0 3 7 0, 45 0 H urs t 0. 53 5 0 00 38 , 75 0
A z le 0. 6 31 0 0 0 1 0, 95 0 K e lle r 0. 44 2 1 90 39 , 45 0
B e d fo rd 0. 4 63 3 4 8 4 9, 70 0 K e n ne d ale 0. 72 2 5 00 6 , 45 0
B e n bro o k 0. 6 57 5 0 0 1 2, 90 0 L ak e W ort h 0. 42 8 5 90 4 , 85 0
B lu e Mo u n d 0. 6 38 0 0 0 2, 40 0 L ak es id e 0. 32 3 5 16 1 , 30 0
C ol le y v il le 0. 3 55 9 0 0 2 2, 55 0 M a ns f ie ld 0. 71 0 0 00 55 , 95 0
C row ley 0. 5 75 5 0 0 1 2, 20 0 N ort h  R ic h la nd  H i l ls 0. 57 0 0 00 66 , 10 0
D alw ort h in g to n  G a rd e ns 0. 2 62 7 3 9 2, 35 0 P a n te go 0. 37 3 2 70 2 , 75 0
E d g ec l i ff  V i lla g e 0. 2 94 1 1 2 2, 60 0 P e lic a n  B a y 0. 89 8 4 99 1 , 85 0
E u les s 0. 4 70 0 0 0 5 4, 20 0 R ic h la nd  H i l ls 0. 47 3 0 42 8 , 35 0
E v e rm a n 0. 9 04 1 2 7 5, 80 0 R iv e r O ak s 0. 82 0 0 00 7 , 35 0
Fo re s t H i l l 1. 0 60 0 0 0 1 1, 95 0 S a n s om  P a rk 0. 57 1 6 27 4 , 25 0
Fo rt  W o rth 0. 8 55 0 0 0 7 2 0, 25 0 S o u th la k e 0. 46 2 0 00 26 , 65 0
G ra p e v in e 0. 3 50 0 0 0 4 7, 95 0 W a ta u ga 0. 58 0 7 63 24 , 35 0
H alt om  C it y 0. 5 98 3 0 0 3 9, 55 0 W e s tw ort h  V i lla g e 0. 50 0 0 00 3 , 10 0
H as le t 0. 2 67 1 9 7 1, 45 0 W h ite  S e ttle m e n t 0. 68 6 0 37 16 , 15 0  

 
2009 Population estimates per North Central Texas Council of Governments. 
2009 Tax rates per Tarrant Appraisal District. 



2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

APPRAISED VALUE * 948,045,982$  1,038,790,488$ 1,198,507,605$ 1,202,638,092$ 1,200,735,707$ 

Less Partial Exemptions:

Agricultural            14,684,448$       12,308,284$          14,609,372$          15,846,028$          14,690,451$          

Over 65                 23,593,868         24,984,577            32,545,500            35,142,600            35,908,067            

Disabled                2,715,000           2,910,000              3,175,000              3,505,000              3,465,000              

Veterans             1,599,869           1,631,000              1,638,500              1,661,500              1,760,500              

Freeport               22,394,248         21,561,218            37,462,495            38,361,022            55,805,414            

Pollution Control 651,370              85,294                   1,248,957              941,039                 930,472                 

Abatement            6,969,433           2,269,799              9,899,628              11,960,594            9,875,755              

Prorated Absolute 12,736                21,849                   29,392                   468,099                 145,194                 

PP Nominal Value -                          -                             -                             -                             -                             
72,620,972$       65,772,021$          100,608,844$        107,885,882$        122,580,853$        

NET TAXABLE VALUE 875,425,010$  973,018,467$     1,097,898,761$  1,094,752,210$  1,078,154,854$  

Protested Property 29,103,822$       31,720,610$          25,098,209$          42,309,183$          59,840,566$          

Incomplete Property 4,290,895$         12,485,966$          5,240,164$            25,298,142$          49,940,760$          

ESTIMATED VALUE ** 908,819,727$  1,017,225,043$ 1,128,237,134$ 1,162,359,535$ 1,187,936,180$ 
AFTER ARB HEARINGS

New Construction 57,784,286$       58,731,900$          32,902,216$          21,547,578$          15,900,838$          

 
Value of Average Home 109,209$            113,564$               116,697$               113,095$               114,113$               
Tax Rate              .510000                 .487000                .456000                  .446000                  .449115
Tax on Average Home 556.97$              553.06$                 532.14$                 504.40$                 512.50$                 

*July Certified Value
**Value used in Budget

CITY OF SAGINAW
APPRAISAL ROLL COMPARISON

2009-2010

204



205 

CITY OF SAGINAW 
TAX LEVY AND COLLECTION HISTORY 

2009-2010 
 

TAX YEAR TAXABLE VALUE OCTOBER 1 TAX LAVY % COLLECTED 

1985 258,270,799 1,162,219 98.41 % 

1986 297,641,789 1,349,858 97.94 % 

1987 290,875,088 1,308,938 95.71 % 

1988 268,187,515 1,281,936 97.55 % 

1989 262,615,481 1,336,713 96.78 % 

1990 258,563,641 1,393,649 97.90 % 

1991 255,340,189 1,452,885 98.24 % 

1992 242,235,339 1,426,765 97.49 % 

1993 233,556,640 1,469,071 97.49 % 

1994 224,771,617 1,193,538 98.85 % 

1995 249,905,289 1,319,633 99.50 % 

1996 283,097,114 1,486,268 98.95 % 

1997 312,995,422 1,712,318 99.02 % 
1998 356,562,723 1,800,641 99.16 % 
1999 416,484,539 2,082,422 98.91 % 
2000 506,513,532 2,532,568 98.11 % 
2001 609,628,673 3,170,069 94.49 %* 
2002 668,418,163 3,609,458 96.28 % 
2003 736,896,290 3,979,240 96.84 % 
2004 788,788,137 4,259,457 98.44 % 
2005 913,985,248 4,634,981 98.19 % 
2006 1,017,225,043 4,994,070 98.59% 
2007 1,128,237,134 5,094,077 98.90% 

2008 1,162,359,535 5,031,022 102.78% 

2009** 1,187,936,180 5,110,356  

 

*Collections were down because several companies filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy.   

** July 25th certified value used in the budget and for effective tax rate calculations. 

The tax levy changes during the year because of adjustments made to the tax roll.  The percentage of 

collections is based on the actual tax levy after adjustments as of September 30 of that year. 



206 

CITY OF SAGINAW 
HISTORY OF ASSESSED VALUATION OF TAXABLE PROPERTY 

2009-2010 
 

HISTORY OF TAXABLE VALUE OF REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY 
 

In Millions 

 
 

HISTORY OF PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONS 
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www.ci.saginaw.tx.us 
 

 
 

CITY OF SAGINAW  
COMMUNITY PROFILE AND INFORMATION 

 
The City Office Staff has prepared the following information.  Our goal is to provide the citizens 
with concise and easy to locate information about the City of Saginaw and its services.  Please 
keep this booklet in a convenient location for quick reference to phone numbers and local 
information.  
 

CITY OF SAGINAW 
 
In 1848 David Thurmond and his family from Virginia first settled the City of Saginaw.  In 1882 
Jarvis J. Green from Michigan named the city Saginaw after a city in his home state.  The first 
public school was started in 1893.  The post office was established in 1933.  
 
The City was incorporated in 1949 with John Kennedy as the first Mayor.  In 1966, with a 
population of 1,740, the citizens voted to build a new City Hall.  In 1983 the City Hall was moved 
to its current location on West McLeroy Boulevard.  
 
On January 16, 1988, the citizens voted to adopt a Home Rule Charter.  The City is currently a 
Home Rule city with a Council-Manager form of government.  The elected officials include the 
Mayor and six Councilmembers.  They are elected at large and each serves a three-year term.  
 

CITY STATISTICS 
 

Saginaw sits solidly in the heart of the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex.  Saginaw remains an 
agribusiness center for much of Texas with some of the largest grain storage facilities in the 
United States.  Saginaw is conveniently located nine miles north of downtown Fort Worth and 37 
miles west of Dallas.  It is just a few minutes away from both Eagle Mountain Lake and Lake 
Worth.  
 
Alliance Airport and Texas Motor Speedway are located within 15 miles of Saginaw.  The 
Federal Bureau of Printing & Engraving facility is located six-tenths of a mile from Saginaw.  The 
Dallas-Fort Worth Regional Airport is 20 miles east of Saginaw and Meacham Airport is only 
three miles away.  
 
The City of Saginaw is in the Eagle Mountain-Saginaw Independent School District.  EM-S ISD 
enrollment growth jumped to 11% in 2004.  New housing market expanded to 1,889 annual 
starts during the same year.  Enrollment growth continued to break records with the high 
occurring in 2006 with growth rate of 16% (1,769). 
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The population increased from 1,001 in the 1960 census to 5,736 in the 1980 census.  The 1990 
census count was 8,551 and the 2000 census was 12,374.  The current estimated population is 
19,365. 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
 

The Saginaw City Council consists of a Mayor and six Councilmembers. The City Council meets 
at 6:00 p.m. on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.  The meetings are held in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 333 West McLeroy Boulevard.  The meetings are open to the public and 
are broadcast on cable TV Channel 27.  To address the Council at a meeting, contact the 
Council Secretary at (817) 232-4640.  For an item to appear on the agenda, the agenda request 
form must be turned in by noon on the Wednesday before the next council meeting. 
 

PLANNING AND ZONING 
 

The Planning and Zoning Commission meets at 7:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday of each 
month as needed. They meet in the Council Chambers at City Hall and the public is invited to 
attend.  To appear before the Planning and Zoning Commission please contact the Planning and 
Zoning Secretary at (817) 232-4640.  The Planning and Zoning agenda deadline is two weeks 
prior to the Planning and Zoning Meeting.  The Board of Adjustments hears appeals of Planning 
and Zoning decisions.  They meet as needed. 
 

CITY HALL 
 

City Hall houses the administrative offices of the Mayor and City Council, City Manager, City 
Secretary, Finance Department, Water Billing Department, Municipal Court and Human 
Resources.  Contact these departments at (817) 232-4640.  It is also the location of the City 
Council Chambers.  
 
The City Hall has a well-versed staff who can answer questions regarding the City.  City Hall is 
open Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The following holidays are observed:  New 
Year's Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and the day 
after, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  
 
Open record requests should be directed to the City Secretary at City Hall.  Municipal Court 
records requests should be directed to the Court Clerk at City Hall.   
 
The building permit, inspections, animal control and code enforcement offices are located at the 
Public Works Facility at 205 Brenda Lane.   
 

ELECTIONS 
 
City Hall is the polling place for all City Elections, which are held the second Saturday in May.  
Election Day voting is conducted in the Council Chambers.  Voter registration cards are available 
at City Hall. You must be registered 30 days prior to the election in order to vote. 
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PERMITS 
 

Permits are required for most types of construction and remodeling.  Citizens should contact the 
Building Permit Department at (817) 230-0500, Ext. 2451 to see if a building permit is required.  
 
Permits are also required for garage sales.  Garage sales are allowed on residential property 
only.  A garage sale permit is $5.00 and can be purchased at City Hall.  The garage sale permit 
is good for three consecutive days.  Each family is allowed two garage sale permits per year.  
The City issues three signs per sale and additional signs are prohibited. 
 
Solicitors are also required to obtain a permit at City Hall before soliciting. 
 
Ordinance No. 91-9 requires citizens to obtain a permit for security alarm systems.  A security 
alarm is any security system that makes a noise that can be heard outside the building.  Security 
alarm permits are $10.00 and should be purchased at the Police Department. 
 

ANIMAL CONTROL 
 
All outdoor pets are required to be in fenced yards or on a leash.  A maximum of 3 dogs is 
allowed per household. City ordinances require annual registration of cats and dogs.  
Registration tags for dogs and cats should be purchased at the Public Works Facility at 205 
Brenda Lane for $3.00.  To view animals in the shelter go to the City’s website at 
www.ci.saginaw.tx.us.  Residents may contact the Animal Control Officer at (817) 230-0500, Ext. 
2460. 
 

WATER & WASTEWATER DEPARTMENT 
 

Water for Saginaw residents is purchased from the City of Fort Worth.  Saginaw also utilizes Fort 
Worth’s sanitary wastewater treatment facilities. 
 
Water service, wastewater service and garbage pickup are provided through the City of 
Saginaw.  A payment in advance of $110.00 is required for new customers.  This is retained 
by the City, and all but $10.00 is applied to the customer’s last water bill, and any excess will 
be refunded when the account is closed. 
 
New water accounts require the presentation of ALL of the following documents: 

• Valid picture ID 
• Valid Lease agreement or settlement statement 
• Payment in advance of $110.00 

 
 

METER READING  
 
Water meters are read monthly.  The City is divided into two cycles for meter reading and 
billing.  The cycle is determined by the customer’s address. 
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Cycle One meters are read during the middle of the month and the bills are mailed on the 
last working day of the month.  Anyone in Cycle One that does not receive their bill by the 5th 
of the month should contact the Water Billing Department at (817) 232-4640.  Cycle One 
water bills are due by the 15th of the month.  If the 15th falls on Saturday, Sunday, or a legal 
state or national holiday, the due date is extended to the next regular business day.  Cycle 
One water accounts that are not paid in full by the 15th of the month are charged a $5.00 late 
charge. 
 
Cycle Two meters are read at the first of the month, and bills are mailed on the 15th of the 
month.  Anyone in Cycle Two that does not receive their bill by the 20th of the month should 
contact the Water Billing Department at (817) 232-4640.  Cycle Two water bills are due by 
the 30th of the month.  If the 30th falls on Saturday, Sunday, or a legal state or national 
holiday, the due date is extended to the next regular business day.  Cycle Two water 
accounts that are not paid in full by the 30th of the month are charged a $5.00 late charge.  
 
Failure to receive a bill or payments delayed in the mail do not void a late charge.  Accounts 
with past due balances over fifteen days will be scheduled for disconnection, and a fee of 
$25.00 will be added to the account balance.  This fee applies even if the customer pays the 
account balance at the time the water crew arrives to disconnect the service. 
 
For accounts that are disconnected, if the balance is paid between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
on a weekday, the service will be reconnected by 5:00 p.m. on that same date.  After 5:00 
p.m. and on weekends, disconnected accounts may pay their balances plus an additional 
$50.00 after hours fee at the Police Department.  Once payment is made, the “on call” 
personnel will be contacted and service will be reconnected as soon as feasible.   
 
If a resident turns the water back on, there will be an additional fee of $100.00 plus repair 
costs for any damage caused to the service.  There is a tampering fee of $100.00 plus repair 
costs charged for unlawfully connecting to or tampering with any water service within the City 
of Saginaw water system. 
 
To make arrangements for late payments contact the Water Billing Department at (817) 232-
4640.  If a customer plans to be out of town during the payment period for either Cycle One 
or Cycle Two, arrangements may be made to pay an estimated bill or to pay the bill when the 
customer returns. 
 
There is a transfer fee of $10.00 on accounts transferring from one location to another within 
the City.  Transfer requests must be made in person.  There is also a charge of $25.00 on all 
returned checks. 
 
To terminate services, please make your request in person with your termination date and 
forwarding address.  There is a final fee of $10.00 applied to accounts when service is 
terminated.  This fee is included on the customer’s final bill. 
 
A drive-through window is provided on the east side of City Hall.  A drop box is located below 
the drive-through window and may be used for payments made after hours. 
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WASTEWATER CHARGES 
 
The City of Saginaw uses the winter average calculation to determine monthly wastewater 
charges.  The water usage for the months of November, December, and January are added 
together.  This sum is then divided by three, which gives you the winter average.  A resident 
that does not move in prior to November is charged based on the average of 8,000 gallons, 
until they have had water service through the three months used to calculate the winter 
average.  This calculation method and average are both set by City Ordinance as adopted 
the City Council. 
 
All water leaks and wastewater stoppages should be reported to the Water Department 
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., at (817) 230-0500.  After hours or on 
weekends, report leaks and wastewater stoppages to the Police Department at (817) 232-
0311, Ext. 2360. 
 

DRAINAGE UTILITY FEE 
 
On January 4, 2005, the City Council established a drainage utility within the City.  Every 
piece of property in the City contributes to storm water run off that must be collected, routed 
and monitored to protect the public’s health and safety from loss of life or property caused by 
flooding, stagnation, and non-point source pollution.   
 
The drainage utility fee is used to offset the growing costs of operating the storm drainage 
system.  These costs include maintenance of the existing system, federal mandates to 
control storm water runoff, floodplain management and planning, and construction of new 
drainage facilities.  Single family residences are assessed a base fee of $3.00 per month.  
Other properties, including multi-family, commercial, and industrial produce storm water at a 
higher rate and will be charged a fee based on the number of equivalent base units adjusted 
for the use of property. 
 

GARBAGE PICK-UP 
 
IESI TX Corporation provides “Take-All” service for residential garbage collection.  “Take-All” 
means that IESI will collect all items placed on the curb in a can, bag, or box except for items 
that are harmful to the environment.  Brake fluid, cleaners, fluorescent bulbs, pesticides, pool 
chemicals and used oil should be taken to the Environmental Collection Center at 6400 Bridge 
Street in Fort Worth.  Residents must take a water bill stub with them to show proof of residency. 
 
Bulky items including stoves, furniture, water heaters, etc., when placed on the curb, will be 
picked up on normal collection days.  When IESI picks up the regular garbage they will radio 
their office to send another truck to pickup bulky items. 
 
Garbage and bulky items will be picked up according to the attached schedule.  Garbage should 
not be placed at the curb any sooner than 12 hours prior to the pick up date.  Garbage and 
brush won’t be picked up if it weights more than 50 pounds.  If your garbage is not picked up 
please call IESI at (817) 222-2221.   
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Brush will not be included in the weekly “Take-All” service unless it is in a container or tied in four 
foot. or smaller bundles.  IESI provides curbside pickup of brush twice a year; once in the spring 
and again in the fall.  Trucks will go down each street one time only, reporting to the City each 
street as it is completed.  Call City Hall for more information.  
 
IESI also picks up recycling once a week.  Residents are not required to sort recyclables.   
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

FOR EMERGENCIES CALL 9-1-1.  
 
The Police Department is located at 505 West McLeroy Boulevard.  There are 29 patrol officers 
providing 24-hour protection.  In addition to our patrol officers, the department also employs 
three crossing guards who provide traffic assistance at Bryson, High Country, and Saginaw 
Elementary schools. 
 
The Police Department provides house checks for residents when they are out of town.  To 
request this service call (817) 232-0311 Ext. 2360.  Bicycles may also be registered at the Police 
Department for $1.50.  Security Alarm Permits are required and should be purchased at the 
Police Department.  These permits are $10.00.  An Alarm Permit Application is included in this 
packet. 
 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
 

Ticket information is available by calling the automated phone attendant at (817) 230-0597.  You 
may pay tickets between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday at City Hall, 
333 W. McLeroy Boulevard.  If you need further assistance call the Municipal Court at (817) 232-
4640, Ext. 2322 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  
 
The office of the Municipal Court Judge is located at City Hall.  The Judge is available from 9:00 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  
 
Court is held the second Thursday of each month. 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
FOR EMERGENCIES CALL 9-1-1. 
 
Saginaw has a full-time Fire Chief and 26 full-time firefighters providing 24-hour protection.  The 
Saginaw Fire Department is equipped with the latest in fire fighting equipment and is trained in 
tactics to fight all types of fires.  Fire Station #1 is located at 400 South Saginaw Boulevard and 
Fire Station #2 is located at 801 Basswood Boulevard.  The non-emergency telephone number 
for Station #1 is 817 232-4640 extension 2100 and the number for Station #2 it is (817) 230-
0430. 
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The Saginaw Fire Department also provides an “Advanced Life Support (ALS) First Responder 
Program” for all medical emergencies within the City.  All full-time personnel are required to be 
paramedics, and are required to respond to medical calls, on-board an ALS equipped Engine 
Company. The Fire Department has two of these.  This apparatus is equipped with heart 
monitors and defibrillators for heart attack victims, as well as all necessary supplies and 
medications for all types of medical emergencies.  Patients are stabilized and prepared for 
transport prior to the arrival of the ambulance.  Saginaw utilizes Medstar Ambulance Service for 
ambulance transport services to the hospital. 
 
The Fire Department is also in charge of monitoring weather conditions 24-hours a day.  In 
case of severe weather the Fire Department will activate the city’s siren warning system.  
Please do not call when you hear these sirens, but take cover immediately.  These sirens are 
tested the first Wednesday of each month, between 1:00 p.m. and 1:30 p.m.  Do not be 
alarmed when you hear this test. 
 
The community sign, located across from the Fire Station, is available for use through the 
Fire Department.  To reserve the sign call the Fire Station at (817) 232-4640 extension 2100, 
weekdays from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., or come by the Fire Station.  Certain rules and time 
limits apply for use of the sign. 
 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 

The Public Works Department is located at 205 Brenda Lane.  Water, Wastewater, Street, 
Maintenance, Community Development, Inspections/Code Enforcement, Economic 
Development and Animal Control offices are located at the Public Works Facility.  City 
vehicles and equipment are located there as well. 
 
Building permits and inspections are processed at the Public Works Facility.  Requests for 
building permits should be submitted to the Public Works Facility (817) 230-0500 Ext. 2451.  
Requests for inspections should be made by calling (817) 232-4263 or fax your request to 
(817) 232-9868. 
 
All City code violations, including high grass, should be reported to the Code Enforcement 
Department at the Public Works Facility.  Their phone number is (817) 230-0500 ext. 2443.   
 
Animal Control is located at the Public Works Facility.  To reach the animal control officer call 
(817) 230-0500 ext. 2460.  After hours call 817 232-0311 extension 2360. 
 

LIBRARY 
 

The John Ed Keeter Saginaw Public Library is located at 355 W. McLeroy Boulevard, next to 
the City Hall.  The Library opened on November 3, 1992.  On December 3, 1994, the library 
was renamed after Mayor John Ed Keeter who died while in office on June 30, 1994.  On 
September 27, 2002 an addition to the Library was completed that doubled its square 
footage. 
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Books, magazines, audiotapes, videotapes, and compact disks are available for checkout. 
Encyclopedias, a three-year backlog of certain periodicals and Abridged Readers Guide to 
Periodicals is kept for research. Internet workstations are also available for use.  Library 
membership is FREE to Saginaw residents, land owners, and business owners.  Out-of-town 
membership is available for an annual fee of $15.00.  The Library participates in the “Texas 
Share Program”. 
 
Other services include interlibrary loan, large print books, monthly displays, copies, films and 
children's programs.  Story Time is held weekly from September through April.  Summer 
Reading Club begins the second week in June and continues through July.  The Library 
phone number is (817) 230-0300.  The Library Director may be reached at Ext. 2340. 
 
LIBRARY HOURS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 Monday     Closed                                                Thursday     9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Tuesday       9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.                      Friday         9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday  9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.                      Saturday     9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 

SAGINAW AREA RECREATION AND ATTRACTIONS 
 
Saginaw has seven parks, two tennis courts, a volleyball court, and a softball field, a disc golf 
course, a Recreation Center, an Aquatic Center, a Community Center and a Senior Citizens 
Center.  
 

⇒ Highland Station Park is located on High Country Trail (near Highland Middle School 
and High Country Elementary).  It has two playgrounds, a swing set, horseshoe pits, a 
tennis court, a sand volleyball court, a basketball court, a hiking/jogging trail, and a 
pavilion that may be reserved by contacting the Recreation Center at (817) 230-0350. 

⇒ Brian Schwengler Park is a neighborhood park located at Thompson Dr. and Longhorn 
Rd.  It has a playground, a swing set, several play features, and two covered picnic areas.  

⇒ Willow Creek Park is a 65-acre park containing a 2 ½ mile jogging/bicycle path, picnic 
sites, a lighted softball field, tennis courts, 9-hole disc golf course, volleyball court and four 
playgrounds. The two pavilions and gazebo may be reserved by contacting the 
Recreation Center at (817) 230-0350. 

⇒ William Houston Park is located at 720 Park Center Blvd.   It has a large playground 
with numerous play features, several covered picnic areas, two soccer fields, and a 
pavilion that may be reserved by contacting the Recreation Center at (817) 230-0350.  

⇒ Opal Jo Jennings Park is a neighborhood park located at Opal St. and Mustang Dr.  It 
has a playground, several play features, swing sets, and two covered picnic areas. 

⇒ Sagewood Park is a neighborhood park located at 1055 Sagewood Lane.  It features a 
playground and a covered picnic area. 

⇒ Kiwanis Park is a neighborhood park located at Saginaw Blvd. and W. Southern Ave 
(next to Fire Station #1).  It features a gazebo and the City’s Veterans Memorial. 

 
The Advisory Recreation and Parks Board meet on the third Monday of each month.  They are 
responsible for determining how funds received through voluntary donations on water bills are 
spent.   
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The Recreation Center is located at 633 W. McLeroy Boulevard.  It has four multi-purpose 
activity rooms, a full-size gymnasium, a performance area, an equipped fitness center, 
restroom/locker/shower facilities, a game room and a racquetball court.  Adult programs include 
Jazzercise, Step Aerobics, Pilates, Massage Therapy, CPR certification, Tae Kwon Do, Tong Il 
Lo Martial Science and Karate. Youth activities include Cheerleading, Gymnastics, Music, Hip-
Hop Dance, Tap, Ballet, Karate and Fun Time Live.  Basketball, baseball, softball and volleyball 
leagues are also offered by the Recreation and Community Services Department.  A complete 
list of programs can be found on the City’s web site or in the “Play Book” available at the 
Recreation Center.   
 
The Saginaw Aquatic Center provides a wide range of leisure opportunities for the citizens of 
Saginaw and surrounding communities.   Anyone wishing to enjoy the facility can either pay a 
daily use fee or purchase an annual membership card for the center.  The City of Saginaw will 
also offer swim lessons, water aerobics and a competitive swim team for a variety of age groups. 
 
The Aquatic Center has the following features. 

• 6-lane competition lap pool 
• a leisure pool 
• a custom train themed play structure with water slides 
• several spray/splash features 
• a small train slide 
• a large water slide 
• a full service concession stand 
• showers, locker rooms, restrooms 
• two group pavilions 
• lots of shade and seating (chairs, chase lounge chairs, picnic tables, etc.) 

 
The Community Center is located at 720 Park Center Boulevard.  The Log Cabin Senior Citizens 
Center is located at 405 S. Belmont Street.  Both buildings are available for rental.  For more 
information call 817 230-0350. 
 
There are several youth sport organizations in the area that include: 

 
Baseball & Softball 
⇒ Pioneer Youth Baseball & Softball Association, www.pybsa.org, (817) 232-3638  
⇒ Northwest YMCA, www.northwestymcafw.org, (817) 237-7237  
 
Basketball 
⇒ Northwest YMCA, www.northwestymcafw.org, (817) 237-7237  
⇒ Upward Basketball, www.northwestbaptistchurch.net, (817) 237-6063  
 
Football & Cheerleading 
⇒ Saginaw Youth Association, www.syatx.org, (817) 232-5282  
 
Soccer 
⇒ Northwest YMCA, www.northwestymcafw.org, (817) 237-7237  
⇒ Eagle Mountain Soccer Association, www.emsasoccer.org, (817) 298-1668  
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Saginaw is the "hometown" of Eagle Mountain Lake, a beautiful body of water often dotted by 
sailboats and cabin cruisers.  Saginaw is only a short distance from the historic Fort Worth 
Stockyards, the magnificent Bass Performance Hall, Kimbell Art Museum and Amon Carter 
Museum of Western Art.  Texas Motor Speedway is just north of Saginaw and provides auto 
racing, concerts and other types of entertainment.  The world's original indoor rodeo, the 
Southwestern Exposition Fat Stock Show and Rodeo, is staged annually in Fort Worth.  Also 
located in the Metroplex are "Six Flags Over Texas", the Texas Rangers and Fort Worth Cats 
baseball teams and the Dallas Cowboys football team.  
 
The Northwest Branch of the YMCA is a short distance from Saginaw and all YMCA 
programs are available to Saginaw area residents.  Windy Ryon Roping Arena is located just 
south of the City.  It is the home of the annual Windy Ryon Roping held in May.  
Hotel accommodations are plentiful in the area.  Saginaw has two small hotels and there are 
over fifteen well-known hotel chains less than five minutes away.   
 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
 

The Saginaw Area Chamber of Commerce is located at 301 S. Saginaw Boulevard in the 
restored train depot.  Maps, brochures, and other information relating to businesses and 
activities in the Saginaw area are available.  The Chamber is currently open from 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  The Saginaw Area Chamber of Commerce meets the third 
Thursday of each month.  The Chamber phone number is (817) 232-0500.  
 
The Chamber of Commerce is committed to creating and preserving the best possible 
business environment in the Saginaw Area.  They are dedicated to economic growth, job 
creation and retention, enhancement of the quality of life in a community where a healthy 
business environment and responsible stewardship of public and private resources are 
paramount.  
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
As the result of a Town Hall Meeting, the City Beautification Committee was formed in 1997.  
This Committee has worked hard to improve the beauty of the City by planting flowers and 
installing seasonal banners.  A stone welcome marker was placed at the south entrance to the 
City.  Funding for their projects is obtained through a voluntary donation that is added to 
residents’ water bills. 
 
The Beautification Committee also sponsors an “Adopt A Spot” program.  All residents are 
invited to adopt a spot in the City.  They are asked to keep it clean, plant flowers, etc.  If you 
would like more information call City Hall at (817) 232-4640. 
 
There are churches of most denominations located in the community.  Several of the churches 
have Mothers Day Out Programs.  The churches joined together and established the Community 
Link Mission. The Mission provides food for those in need.    
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Saginaw is served by the Eagle Mountain-Saginaw Independent School District, recognized 
throughout Texas as one of the outstanding school systems in the State.  The District was 
established in 1958.  Their Administrative office is located at 1200 Old Decatur Road.  Their 
phone number is (817) 232-0880.  
 
The Northwest Campus of Tarrant County College also serves the educational needs of 
Saginaw.  The beautiful college campus is located only one mile west of Saginaw on Loop 820. 
In addition, Fort Worth is the home of Texas Christian University and Texas Wesleyan 
University.  Nearby Denton is the home of the University of North Texas and Texas Woman's 
University.  Arlington, also located in Tarrant County, is the home of the University of Texas at 
Arlington.  
 
The Star-Telegram provides daily newspaper service to the City.  -- Star Telegram - (817) 
335-4837.  The Saginaw Branch of the U. S. Post Office is located at 101 S. Belmont Street.  
There is also a drive-up mailbox located in the 500 block of South Saginaw Blvd. 
 

BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
 
Advisory Recreation and Parks Board Industrial Revenue Authority 
Animal Shelter Advisory Committee Library Board 
Board of Adjustments Planning & Zoning Board 
Beautification Committee Senior Citizens Advisory Board 
Capital Improvements Advisory Committee 
 

ORGANIZATIONS 
 
Community Link Mission – Karen Horne – (817) 847-4554  
EMSA Soccer – Scott Gidley – (972) 573-0112  
Kiwanis Club – Bill Williams – (817) 232-0946  
Lions Club – Viki Fults – (817) 237-6188  
North Texas High School Rodeo Assoc. – Debra Jones – (817) 232-2855 
Optimist Club – Debbie Muelker – (817) 624-5140 
Pioneer Youth Association (Baseball & Softball) – Scott Craver (817) 884-1291  
Saginaw 4H – Jim Moody – (817) 884-1291  
Saginaw Youth Association (Football) – Jeff Farr – (817) 306-8634  
Football Field – (817) 232-5282  Baseball Field – (817) 232-3638 
Wendy Ryon Building – Kelly Yentes – (817) 847-0165 
Saginaw Cemetery Association – Jack McDaniel – (817) 441-9460 
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FREQUENTLY CALLED NUMBERS 
 
FOR ALL EMERGENCIES       9-1-1   FAX 

ANIMAL CONTROL (non emergency) (817) 230-0500  Ext. 2460 

ANIMAL CONTROL (assistance needed after hours) (817) 232-0311  Ext. 2360 

ATMOS ENERGY (gas) 1-800-460-3030 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE     (817) 232-0500    (817) 232-2311 

CITY HALL (water bills, council)   (817) 232-4640    (817) 232-4644 

CODE ENFORCEMENT (high grass, etc.) (817) 230-0500  Ext. 2443 

COMMUNITY CENTER     (817) 230-0576  

COUNTY CLERK – (deed records, etc.)  (817) 884-1195 

ENVIRONMENTAL COLLECTION CENTER (817) 871-5257 

FIRE DEPARTMENT (non-emergency)      (817) 232-0311  Ext. 2411 (817) 232-9885 

GARBAGE – IESI    817 222-2221 

GAS – Atmos Energy, Denton     1-800-460-3030 

LIBRARY - John Ed Keeter Public Library     (817) 230-0300  Ext. 2345  (817) 232-9134 

MUNICIPAL COURT  (817) 232-4640   (817) 232-4644 

MUNICIPAL COURT-Automated Phone Attendant (817) 230-0597 

NEWSPAPER – Star Telegram (817) 335-4837 

POLICE DEPARTMENT     (817) 232-0311  Ext. 2360  (817) 847-5918 

  House Checks (817) 232-0311  Ext. 2365 

PUBLIC WORKS FACILITY (permits, animal control) (817) 232-0500  Ext. 2451  (817) 232-9868 

  Inspections Line (817) 232-4263 

RECREATION CENTER (817)-230-0350  

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION - 1200 Old Decatur Road  (817) 232-0880   (817) 847-6124 

SENIOR CITIZENS LOG CABIN - 405 S. Belmont St. (817) 230-2593  

TAX INFORMATION – City, School and County (817) 884-1100 

VOTER REGISTRATION INFORMATION –County (817) 884-1195 

WATER – Billing inquiries (817) 232-4640 Ext. 2326 
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E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Administration adminofc@ci.saginaw.tx.us 
Animal Control Officer aco@ci.saginaw.tx.us 
Beautification beautification@ci.saginaw.tx.us 
Building Department building@ci.saginaw.tx.us 
Chamber of Commerce saginaw@airmail.net 
Code Enforcement codeenf@ci.saginaw.tx.us 
Community Development communitydev@ci.saginaw.tx.us 
Court court@ci.saginaw.tx.us 
Feedback feedback@ci.saginaw.tx.us 
Fire fire@ci.saginaw.tx.us 
Human Resources humanresources@ci.saginaw.tx.us 
Library library@ci.saginaw.tx.us 
Police police@ci.saginaw.tx.us 
Public Works publicworks@ci.saginaw.tx.us 
Recreation and Community Services recreation@ci.saginaw.tx.us 
Senior Citizens Center srcenter@ci.saginaw.tx.us 
Utility Billing ubilling@ci.saginaw.tx.us 
Water/Wastewater water/sewer@ci.saginaw.tx.us 
 

INTERNET INFORMATION 
 

 City of Saginaw Home Page is at www.ci.saginaw.tx.us 
 
 Tarrant County Home Page is at www.tarrantcounty.com 

 To find county voter registration information go to www.tarrantcounty.com 
1. Click on Departments on the left side of the page 
2. Click on Elections.  Then click on Voter Information and Polling Location Lookup 
3. Type your name and it will show your voting precinct. 
 
 To find city and county tax information go to www.tarrantcounty.com 

1. Click on Departments on the left side of the page 
2. Click on Tax Collector/Assessor 
3. Click on Property Tax.  Then click on e-government. 

 
 To find ownership, value and other property information go to Tarrant Appraisal District’s 

web site at www.tad.org 
 On the left hand side click on Property Data Search.   
 Click on one of the Search By choices (account #, owner, address/property location) 

 
 To find your State and National representatives go to www.state.capitol.us 

1. Click on #10 - Find Your Incumbent.  From this web page you can find your incumbent 
by address, zip code, etc. 
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CITY OF SAGINAW 
BUDGET GLOSSARY 

2009-2010 
 
The Annual Budget contains specialized and technical terminology that is unique to public finance and 
budgeting.  To assist the reader of the Annual Budget document in understanding these terms, a budget 
glossary has been included in the 2009-2010 Annual Budget.  
 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:  A liability account reflecting amounts on open accounts owing to private 
persons or organizations for goods and services received by a government (but not including amounts 
due to other funds of the same government or to other governments). 
 
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE:  An asset account reflecting amounts owing to open accounts from private 
persons or organizations for goods and services furnished by a government. 
 
ACCRUAL ACCOUNTING:  The basis of accounting under which transactions are recognized when 
they occur, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. 
 
AD VALOREM TAXES (Current):  Latin for "value of".  Refers to the tax assessed against real (land 
and buildings) and personal (equipment and furniture) property located within the taxing unit’s 
jurisdiction which are subject to taxation on January 1 of the current year.  Following the receipt of the 
City’s certified values from the appraisal district, the City Council sets the tax rate and levies taxes for 
the fiscal year beginning October 1 and continuing through the following September 30. 
 
AD VALOREM TAXES (Delinquent):  Ad Valorem taxes are due on October 1 and become delinquent 
if not paid before February 1 of the fiscal year in which it is imposed. 
 
AD VALOREM TAXES (Penalty and interest):  A delinquent tax incurs a penalty of six (6%) percent of 
the amount of the tax for the first calendar month it is delinquent, plus one (1%) percent for each 
additional month or portion of the month the tax remains unpaid prior to July 1 of the year in which it 
becomes delinquent.  However, the delinquent tax on July 1 incurs a total penalty of twelve (12%) 
percent of the amount of the delinquent tax without regard to the number of months the tax has been 
delinquent. 
 
ADVANCE REFUNDING BONDS:  Bonds issued to refund an outstanding bond issue prior to the date 
on which the outstanding bonds become due or callable.  Proceeds of the advance funding bonds are 
deposited in escrow with a fiduciary, invested in US Treasury Bonds or other authorized securities, and 
used to redeem the underlying bonds at maturity or call date and to pay interest on the bonds being 
refunded or the advance refunding bonds. 
 
APPRAISAL REVIEW BOARD (ARB):  This is a group of local citizens authorized to check Tarrant 
Appraisal District's work and resolve disputes with taxpayers.  This board certifies the appraised values 
on the appraisal roll. 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  To make an estimate of property value for the purpose of taxation. The market 
value of real and personal property located in the City as of January 1 each year.  (City of Saginaw 
property values are determined by the Tarrant Appraisal District.) 
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APPROPRIATION:  A legal authorization granted by a legislative body (City Council) to make 
expenditures and incur obligations for specific purposes.  An appropriation is usually limited in amount 
and time when it may be expended. 
 
ARB HEARINGS:  The property owner may protest the appraisal of his property value to the Appraisal 
Review Board at the ARB Hearings. 
 
ASSESSED VALUATION:  A valuation set upon real estate or other property by a government as a 
basis for levying taxes. 
 
ATTRITION:  A wearing down bit by bit.  If an employee leaves the City or is terminated, the position 
may not be filled.  It will be at the City Manager's review and discretion. 
 
AUDIT:  A comprehensive investigation of the manner in which the government's resources were 
actually utilized.  The audit can be classified as a financial audit or a performance audit.  A financial 
audit is a review of the accounting system and financial information to determine how government funds 
were spent and whether expenditures/expenses complied with the legislative body's appropriations.  A 
performance audit consists of a review of how well the government met its stated goals. 
 
AUDITOR'S OPINION:  A statement signed by an auditor in which he states that he has examined the 
financial statements, the system of internal control, the accounting records, and supporting evidence in 
accordance with generally accepted auditing standards.  He expresses his opinion, based on the 
examination, the financial condition of the governmental unit or any of its enterprises, the results from 
operations and any facts that he has investigated in his professional capacity. 
 
AUTOMATIC AID:  Automatic Aid is when another fire department is automatically dispatched along 
with our fire units on certain pre-determined type calls such as structure fires, grass fires, rescue 
incidents, etc.  Anytime any of the fire departments, in the automatic aid group, respond to a reported 
structure fire or major incident, the other fire departments in the group automatically respond. 
 
AUTOMOTIVE DIAGNOSTIC EXCELLENCE (ADE):  Once you have passed certain tests you earn 
this designation.  It is sub group of ASE. 
 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE EXCELLENCE (ASE):  This is a national institute that provides automotive 
diagnostics certification for the mechanics. 
 
BALANCE SHEET:  A financial statement that discloses the assets, liabilities, reserves, and balances 
of a specific governmental fund as of a specific date. 
 
BALANCED BUDGET:  The operating budget should be balanced with the use of current revenues 
and, if necessary, a portion of the undesignated surplus.  In a balanced budget, budgeted 
expenditures/expenses should not exceed budgeted revenues.  A structurally balance budget requires 
that ongoing revenues equal or exceed ongoing expenditures/expenses. 
 
BIOCHEMICAL OXYGEN DEMAND (B.O.D.):  The amount of oxygen needed for a biochemical 
oxidation in a given time at a given temperature.  An indication of wastewater strength. 
 
BOND:  A written promise to pay a sum of money on a specific date(s) at a specified interest rate.  The 
repayment of both the principal and interest are detailed in a bond ordinance. 
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BOND FUND:  A fund formerly used to account for proceeds of general obligation bond issues.  Such 
proceeds are now accounted for in a Capital Projects Fund.  The Capital Projects Fund is primarily an 
accounting entity.  The indentures of many revenue bond issues identify the "Bond Fund" as the fund 
into which proceeds for capital projects are deposited, managed, and disbursed.  The term Bond Fund 
is also used to refer to a mutual investment fund consisting of bonds. 
 
BOND ORDINANCE:  An ordinance authorizing a bond issue. 
 
BOND RATING:  Designation of the quality of bonds or notes issued by state and local governmental 
units.  Ratings are provided by agencies or corporations that seek thereby to render a professional 
judgment concerning the quality of the security being rated.  The City's current bond rating FROM 
Moody’s Investment Services is an A2 and from Standard and Poor’s is a AA-. 
 
BOND REVENUES:  Revenues, including special taxes, levied or collected for the purpose of providing 
for payment of the debt service on outstanding bonds. 
 
BONDED DEBT:  That portion of indebtedness represented by outstanding bonds. 
 
BUDGET:  A financial plan, for a specified period (usually one year) of operations that matches all 
planned revenues and expenditures/expenses with services provided to the residents of the City. 
 
BUDGET CALENDAR:  The schedule of key dates which the City follows in the preparation and 
adoption of the budget. 
 
BUDGET MESSAGE:  The opening section of the budget which provides the City Council and the 
public with a general summary of the most important aspects of the budget, changes from the current 
and previous fiscal years, and the views and recommendations of the City Manager. 
 
BUDGET RESOLUTION:  The official enactment, by City Council, to legally authorize City Staff to 
obligate and expend the resources of the City. 
 
BUDGET REVISIONS:  A procedure used to revise a budget amount after the budget has been 
adopted by the City Council. 
 
BUDGETED FUNDS:  Funds that are planned for certain uses but have not been formally or legally 
appropriated by the legislative body.  The budget document that is submitted for Council approval is 
composed of budgeted funds. 
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS:  Expenditures related to the acquisition, expansion or rehabilitation of an 
element of the government’s physical plant; sometimes referred to as infrastructure. 
 
CAPITAL OUTLAY (CAPITAL EXPENDITURES):  Expenditures which result in the acquisition of or 
addition to fixed assets.  These expenditures must meet certain criteria. 
 
CAPITAL PROJECTS:  Major construction, acquisition, or renovation activities which add value to a 
government’s physical assets or significantly increase their useful life.  Also called capital 
improvements. 
 
CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND:  The fund used to account for bond proceeds used for the acquisition or 
construction of major capital facilities. 
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CASH:  Currency, coin, checks, postal and express money orders, and bankers' drafts on hand or on 
deposit with an official or depository designated as custodian of cash and bank deposits.  Note: All cash 
must be accounted for as part of the fund to which it belongs.  It is not necessary, however, to maintain 
a separate bank account for each fund unless required by law. 
 
CASH ACCOUNTING:  A basis of accounting in which transactions are recorded when cash is either 
received or expended. 
 
CASH MANAGEMENT:  The management of cash necessary to pay for government services while 
investing temporary cash excesses in order to earn interest revenue.  Cash management refers to the 
activities of forecasting the inflows and outflows of cash, mobilizing cash to improve its availability for 
investment, establishing and maintaining banking relationships, and investing funds in order to achieve 
the highest interest and return available for temporary cash balances. 
 
CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION (C.O.):  A financing mechanism used to pay contractual obligations. 
 A security issued by a municipality or county for the purpose of paying contractual obligations incurred 
with the constructing and equipping of various allowable projects. Certificates do not require voter 
approval but do require the publication of a notice of intent to issue.  The certificates may be secured by 
a pledge of ad valorem tax revenue or monies derived from the operation of a revenue-producing 
system or facility. 
 
CHARTER:  Written instrument setting forth principles and laws of government within boundaries of the 
City. 
 
CLEARING ACCOUNT:  An account used to accumulate total charges or credits for the purpose of 
distributing them later among the accounts to which they are allocable or for the purpose of transferring 
the net difference to the proper accounts. 
 
CLICK IT OR TICKET (CIOT):  This is a campaign to conduct enforcement as part of a statewide and 
national mobilization effort to increase the use of safety belts in cars and pick-up trucks.  To achieve this 
goal, the program combines a concerted local and statewide media campaign with additional law 
enforcement activities to reinforce the message.  Selective Traffic Enforcement Programs (STEPs) are 
grants provided by TxDOT to law enforcement agencies to enforce traffic safety laws such as speed 
and safety belt use. 
 
CODERED:  A high speed telephone emergency notification system that gives City officials the ability to 
deliver pre-recorded emergency telephone notification/information messages to targeted areas or the 
entire city at a rate of up to 60,000 calls per hour.  By activating and using the “CodeRED” system, 
everyone will receive a telephone call at home, their workplace, and even their cell phone, to notify them 
of the situation and give them instructions as to what to do. 
 
COMBINED SUMMARY STATEMENT:  A summary of two or more funds presented on a single page 
that includes a total of the funds presented. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG):  Federal HUD funds administered through 
Tarrant County for approved community revitalization projects in participating cities. 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICER (CSO):  The same as a Crime Prevention Officer.  This person is 
responsible for presenting crime prevention programs and neighborhood crime watch programs. 



226 

CONSOLIDATED CASH ACCOUNT:  An account to facilitate cash management by having two or 
more operating funds merge their cash balances into a consolidated account for the current 
management of such balances, including temporary investment thereof.  In some governments, the 
consolidated cash account membership includes not only operating funds but also capital funds.  This 
consists of all funds of the City in one bank account.  This account is used for all accounts payable. 
Deposits are transferred as needed from the Depository account.  Each fund earns interest and is 
accounted for separately.  (See Fund.) 
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS (CEU):  Certification programs require a specific number of hours 
of additional training after certification in order to maintain that certification. 
 
CONTRACTUAL SERVICES:  The costs related to services performed for the City by individuals, 
business or utilities. 
 
COPS GRANT:  The COPS I FAST PROGRAM GRANT and COPS II FAST PROGRAM GRANT are 
grants funded by the Federal Government.  They provide 75% the first year for salary and benefits for 
the Patrol Officer. The contribution will reduce to 50% the second year and 25% the third year.  The 
fourth year, the City then pays 100% of the Patrol Officer's salary and benefits. 
 
COST:  The amount of money or other consideration exchanged for property or services.  Costs may be 
incurred even before money is paid; that is, as soon as liability is incurred.  Ultimately, however, money 
or other consideration must be given in exchange. 
 
COURT SECURITY FEE:  Fee collected by the court for convictions of misdemeanor offenses in the 
Municipal Court.  Funds to be used to finance items used for the purpose of providing security services 
for the housing of the Municipal Court. 
 
COURT TECHNOLOGY FEE:  Fee collected by the court for convictions of misdemeanor offenses in 
the Municipal Court.  Funds to be used to finance the purchase of technological enhancements and 
service and maintenance agreements for the Municipal Court. 
 
CRIME CONTROL AND PREVENTION DISTRICT (CCPD):  In 1989 the Legislature enacted the Crime 
Control and Prevention District Act.  This Act allows cities to establish a district and impose a local sales 
tax to fund its programs.  A majority of the voters must approve the creation of the district and adopt the 
sales and use tax to fund the district at an election held specifically for that purpose. 
 
CRIME TAX:  The additional three-eighths cent sales tax that is collected for use by the Crime Control 
and Prevention District. 
 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION (CID):  Is responsible for investigating criminal offenses that 
occur in the City of Saginaw. 
 
CURRENT TAXES:  Property taxes that are levied and due within one year. 
 
DEBT SERVICE FUND:  The fund used to record payment of long-term debt principal and interest. 
Formerly called Sinking Fund. 
 
DEBT SERVICE REQUIREMENTS:  The amount of revenues which must be provided for Debt Service 
so that all principal and interest payments can be made in full as scheduled. 
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DEDICATED TAX:  A tax levied to support a specific government program or purpose such as the sales 
tax used to reduce property taxes. 
 
DEFERRED COMPENSATION FUND:  This fund is used to account for assets held for employees in 
accordance with the provisions of Internal Revenue Code Section 457 (retirement funds for the 
employees). 
 
DEFENSIVE DRIVING:  Defensive Driving is an educational classroom driver safety course that has 
been approved by the State of Texas.  It is sometimes used for dismissal of a citation or a discount on 
automobile insurance. 
 
DEFICIT:  (1) The excess of the liabilities of a fund over its assets. (2) The excess of expenditures over 
revenues during an accounting period; or, in the case of enterprise funds, the excess of expense over 
income during an accounting period. 
 
DELINQUENT TAXES:  Taxes that remain unpaid on or after the date on which a penalty for non-
payment is attached. 
 
DEPARTMENT:  A major administrative organizational unit of the City that indicates overall 
management responsibility for one or more activities. 
 
DEPOSITORY BANK:  Banking institution that handles the day to day operational cash flow (daily 
deposits, payroll checks, and accounts payable checks).  The City’s current depository bank is JP 
Morgan Chase. 
 
DEPOSITORY CASH ACCOUNT:  This consists of all deposits made to the City of Saginaw.  This 
includes daily deposits, transfers from TexPool, and direct deposits.  All funds are accounted for and 
earn interest. 
 
DEPRECIATION:  Expiration in the service life of capital assets attributable to wear and tear, 
deterioration, action of the physical elements, inadequacy or obsolescence.  That portion of the cost of a 
capital asset that is charged as an expense during a particular period. 
 
DIRECT DEPOSIT:  Deposits that are made directly from one bank to another.  The use of direct 
deposit causes no mail delay.  We utilize direct deposits from the State on our Sales Tax collections and 
Mixed Beverage Tax as well as Property Tax payments made through Tarrant County. 
 
DISBURSEMENT:  Payment for goods and services in cash or by check. 
 
DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM:  A system comprised of smaller water lines which distribute water from the 
transmission system to the customers. 
 
DONATIONS FUND:  The Donations Fund was created in May 2009 to better track funds received 
through water bill donations as well as direct donations to the City for specific purposes.  Currently, 
Animal Control, Parks, Library and Beautification have donation funds available for expenditure. 
 
EFFECTIVE TAX RATE:  The rate that produces the same revenues in terms of the total amount of 
taxes as compared to the prior year. 
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ELEVATED STORAGE:  Water storage tanks that are raised above the ground and connected to the 
transmission system to help maintain the system pressure.  Excess water pumped flows into these 
tanks, or if pumping does not meet customer demand, water drains from the tanks to supplement the 
pumping. 
 
EMERGENCY OPERATION CENTER (EOC):  An area specifically designed to manage a major 
incident.  It will serve as the command center and be equipped with disaster supplies, computers, maps, 
CodeRED system, weather siren network, etc. 
 
ENCUMBRANCE:  The commitment of appropriated funds to purchase an item or service.  To 
encumber funds means to set aside or commit funds for a specified future expenditure. 
 
ENTERPRISE DEBT:  Debt that is to be retired primarily from earnings of publicly owned and operated 
enterprises. 
 
ENTERPRISE FUND:  A fund established to account for operations (a) that are financed and operated 
in a manner similar to private business enterprises where the intent of the governing body is that the 
costs (expenses, including depreciation) for providing goods or services to the general public on a 
continuing basis be financed or recovered primarily through user charges or (b) where the governing 
body has decided that this fund is used to account for operations of the water distribution and sanitary 
wastewater systems. 
 
EMERGENCY PROTECTIVE ORDER (EPO):  Magistrate's Order for Emergency Protection commonly 
referred to as EPO.  A Magistrate's Order for Emergency Protection is an emergency order protecting; 
the victim, the victim's children, and any other family members; from further domestic violence. 
 
ESTIMATED REVENUE:  The amount of projected revenues to be collected during the fiscal year. 
 
EXEMPT:  Personnel not eligible to receive overtime pay and who are expected to put in whatever 
hours are necessary to complete their job assignments.  The respective department head, as partial 
compensation for overtime hours worked by exempt personnel, may allow compensatory time off. 
 
EXPENDITURE CLASSIFICATION:  A basis for distinguishing types of expenditures.  The major 
classifications used by the City are Personnel, Operations, Capital Outlay, and Debt Service. 
 
EXPENDITURES:  A decrease in the net financial resources of the City due to the acquisition of goods 
and services. 
 
FIRE ACT GRANTS:  These are grants issued by the Homeland Security Department.  This program is 
a competitive grant process open to all paid, volunteer, or combination Fire Departments.  There are 
several categories of grants available such as: Fire and EMS Operations, Firefighter Safety, Firefighting 
and EMS Vehicles, Personal Protective Equipment category to purchase “turnout gear” and Training to 
learn basic firefighting techniques. 
 
FIRM PUMPING CAPACITY:  The total pumping capacity that a pump station can deliver with the 
largest pump out of service.  The state requires that water systems have firm capacity that meets peak 
day requirements. 
 
FISCAL YEAR:  A 12-month period to which the annual operating budget applies.  The City of Saginaw 
has established October 1 through September 30 as its fiscal year. 
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FIXED ASSETS:  Assets of a long-term character that are intended to continue to be held or used. 
Examples of fixed assets include items such as land, buildings, machinery, furniture, and other 
equipment. 
 
FRANCHISE TAX:  This is a charge paid for the use of City streets and public right of way and is in lieu 
of all other municipal charges, fees, street rentals, pipe taxes or rentals, easement or other like 
franchise taxes, inspections fees, and/or charges of every kind except ad valorem and special 
assessment taxes for public improvements (electric, gas, telephone, and cable TV). 
 
FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT (FTE):  The number of hours part-time employees work is added together 
and then divided by the number of hours a full-time employee works.  The result is the number of full-
time equivalent employees. 
 
FULL FAITH AND CREDIT:  A pledge of the general taxing power of a government to repay debt 
obligations.  (The term is typically used in reference to general obligation bonds.) 
 
FUND:  An accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts that record financial transactions for 
specific activities or government functions.  The major funds used by the City of Saginaw include the 
General Fund, the Debt Service Fund, the Capital Projects Fund and the Enterprise Fund. 
 
FUND BALANCE:  The assets of a fund less liabilities, as determined at the end of each fiscal year.  
The excess assets after liabilities are deducted are referred to as surplus funds. 
 
GENERAL FUND:  The fund used to account for all financial resources except those required to be 
accounted for in the City's other funds. 
 
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS (G.O.):  A security issued by a municipality for the purpose of paying 
contractual obligations incurred with the constructing and equipping of various public projects such as 
streets, buildings and improvements.  G.O.’s require voter approval and are backed by the full faith and 
credit of the issuing government. 
 
GENERALLY ACCEPTED ACCOUNTING PRINCIPLES (GAAP):  Uniform minimum standards of and 
guidelines to financial accounting and reporting.  They govern the form and content of the basic financial 
statements of an entity.  They encompass the conventions, rules, and procedures necessary to define 
accepted accounting practice at a particular time.  They include not only broad guidelines of general 
application, but also detailed practices and procedures.  They provide a standard by which to measure 
financial presentations. 
 
GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION (GFOA):  A professional association of 
approximately 17,500 state, provincial and local government finance officers in the United States and 
Canada. 
 
GOVERNMENTAL ACCOUNTING STANDARDS BOARD (GASB):  The source of generally 
accepted accounting principles (GAAP) used by State and Local governments in the United States of 
America.  It is a private, non-governmental organization. 
 
GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS:  Those funds through which most governmental functions typically are 
financed (General Fund, Debt Service Fund, Capital Projects Fund and Special Revenue Funds). 
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GRADALL:  Industrial maintenance machine (tractor/material handler) with a boom arm and 360 
degree rotational movement designed for use over rough terrain. 
 
GRANTS:  Contributions or gifts of cash or other assets from another government or private company 
to be used or expended for a specific purpose, activity, or facility. 
 
GROUND STORAGE:  Tanks at ground level that store water so that it can be pumped into the system 
as demand warrants. 
 
HAZ-MAT:  Hazardous Materials. 
 
HELP AMERICA VOTE ACT (HAVA):  Effective January 1, 2006, voting systems must be accessible 
to individuals with disabilities in a manner that provides the same opportunity for access and 
participation as for other voters. 
 
HELP END AUTO THEFT (H.E.A.T):  A voluntary statewide decal program designed to reduce car 
thefts.  Vehicle owners not normally using their vehicles between 1 a.m. and 5 a.m. sign an agreement 
allowing peace officers to verify ownership if they observe the vehicle being used during H.E.A.T. hours. 
 
IMPACT FEES:  The mechanism used to recover costs of capital improvements necessary to serve 
future development.  Impact fees cannot be assessed to correct a system deficiency. 
 
INTERFUND TRANSFERS:  Amounts transferred from one fund to another fund. 
 
INTOXILYZER:  The Intoxilyzer is a breath test machine used by the Police Department to test possibly 
intoxicated persons who have been arrested for driving while intoxicated. 
 
LEVY:  To impose taxes, special assessments, or service charges for the support of City activities. 
 
LINE-ITEM BUDGET:  A budget that lists each expenditure/expense category (salary, supplies, travel, 
repairs, etc.) separately, along with the dollar amount budgeted for each specified category. 
 
LONG-TERM DEBT:  Debt with a maturity of more than one year after the date of issuance. 
 
MAINTENANCE:  The upkeep of physical properties in condition for use or occupancy.  Examples are 
the inspection of equipment to detect defects and the making of repairs. 
 
MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS (M&O):  The funds that are used for the maintenance and 
operation of a budget. 
 
MAXIMUM DAY DEMAND:  The water consumption, in volume of water, used on the highest 
consumption day in a year. 
 
MEDIAN VALUE:  The median value for an ordered array of numbers is the mid-score of the 
distribution. 
 
MIXED BEVERAGE TAX:  A tax at the rate of ten percent (10%) is imposed on the gross receipts of a 
licensee for the sale, preparation, or service of mixed beverages consumed on the premises of the 
business. 
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MODIFIED ACCRUAL ACCOUNTING:  The basis of accounting adapted to the governmental fund 
type spending measurement focus.  Under it, revenues are recognized when they become both 
“measurable” and “available” to finance expenditures of the current period.  Expenditures are 
recognized when the related fund liability is incurred except for (1) inventories of materials and supplies 
which may be considered expenditures either when purchased or when used; (2) prepaid insurance and 
similar items which need not be reported; (3) accumulated unpaid vacation, sick pay, and other 
employee benefit amounts which need not be recognized in the current period, but for which larger than 
normal accumulations must be disclosed in the notes to the financial statements; (4) interest on special 
assessment indebtedness which may be recorded when due rather than accrued, if offset by interest 
earnings on special assessment levies; and (5) principal and interest on long-term debt which are 
generally recognized when due.  This accounting technique is a combination of cash and accrual 
accounting since expenditures are immediately incurred as a liability while revenues are not recorded 
until they are actually received. 
 
MOTOR ALL DATA SYSTEM:  Computer based automotive diagnostic and repair manual.  An 
essential tool in properly diagnosing and repairing today’s sophisticated vehicles. 
 
MUTUAL AID:  Mutual Aid is when the City has an agreement with another fire department to assist 
them or they will assist us when we determine we need additional assistance or resources after arriving 
at an incident.  Anytime another fire department responds to a reported structure fire or major incident 
and needs assistance they call the other fire departments and request assistance.  That fire 
department then responds by sending one fire engine company. 
 
NAPA INSTITUTE OF AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY (NIAT):  Continuing education and training in 
diagnostics skills and repair capabilities that is sponsored by NAPA Auto Parts. 
 
NON-EXEMPT:  Personnel eligible to receive overtime pay when overtime work has been authorized or 
requested by the supervisor. 
 
NORTH TEXAS REGIONAL LIBRARY SYSTEM (NTRLS):  A consortium of 73 public libraries in North 
Texas.  It is one of ten library Systems funded through yearly grants from the Texas State Library and 
Archives Commission.  It offers Libraries consulting services, including grant writing, workshops, 
technical support and networking opportunities. 
 
OPERATING BUDGET:  The approved financial plan that outlines estimated revenues and 
expenditures/expenses for the fiscal year.  It lists line item allowable expenditures/expenses for daily 
operation necessary to provide basic governmental services.  The operating budget can only be 
amended with approval of the City Council.  (The General Fund, Debt Service Fund and Enterprise 
Fund make up the City of Saginaw's operating budget.) 
 
OPERATION ID:  Electric engraving pencils are available at the Police Department for citizens to 
engrave their Drivers License Number on personal property.  This helps return stolen property to the 
owner. 
 
OPTICOM:  A system that allows emergency vehicles the right of way through intersections equipped 
with the Opticom device by overriding the traffic signal system and providing the approaching 
emergency vehicle with a green light so it can pass safely through the intersection. 
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ORDINANCE:  A formal legislative enactment by the governing board of a municipality.  If it is not in 
conflict with any higher form of law, such as a state statute or constitutional provision, it has the full force 
and effect of law within the boundaries of the municipality to which it applies.  The difference between 
an ordinance and resolution is that the latter requires less legal formality and has a lower legal status.  
Revenue raising measures, such as the imposition of taxes, special assessments and service charges, 
universally require ordinances. 
 
OVERLAPPING DEBT:  The proportionate share of the debts of local governments located wholly or in 
part within the limits of the reporting government which must be borne by property within each 
government. 
 
PEAK HOUR DEMAND:  The maximum total one-hour water demand given in units of volume per day 
that a given distribution system experienced or would experience during a particular year or other time 
period.  Also known as maximum hour demand. 
 
PERSONAL SERVICES:  The costs associated with compensating employees for their labor. 
 
POLICE EXPENDABLE TRUST FUND:  Fund used to account for the sale of confiscated property. 
 
PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS LIEUTENANT:  This supervisor will be assigned to the Office of the 
Chief, with responsibility for the recruiting, testing, and background investigations of new personnel, 
internal affairs investigations, training (as the Department training coordinator), fleet manager, building 
management and quartermaster.  This position does not recommend punishment or serve in the chain 
of command of other departments, but would be in place to ensure that investigations are conducted 
equitably, in accordance with city and legal requirements. 
 
PROPERTY TAX:  Property taxes are levied on both real and personal property according to the 
property's valuation and the tax rate. 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE OFFICER (PSO):  The PSO serves as a detention officer, relief dispatcher, 
Intoxilyzer operator, and is available to take walk-in and telephone reports from the public.  The PSO 
works during business days to handle paperwork for arraignments and processing of prisoners, as well 
as providing assistance to the Municipal Court Judge. 
 
PURCHASE ORDER:  A document that authorizes the delivery of specified merchandise or the 
rendering of certain services and the making of a charge for them. 
 
RECONCILIATION:  A detailed summary of increases and decreases in the expenditures/expenses 
from one budget year to the next. 
 
REFUNDING BONDS:  A procedure whereby an issuer refinances an outstanding bond issue by 
issuing new bonds.  The proceeds of the new bonds are either deposited in escrow to pay the debt 
service on the outstanding obligations, when due, or they are used to immediately retire the outstanding 
obligations being refinanced.  These are referred to as the "refunded bonds" or the "prior issue". 
 
RESERVE:  An account used to indicate that a portion of a fund balance is restricted for a specific 
purpose. 
 
 



233 

REVENUE BONDS:  Bonds whose principal and interest are payable exclusively from earnings of an 
Enterprise Fund.  In addition to a pledge of revenues, such bonds sometimes contain a mortgage on the 
Enterprise Fund's property.  The term revenue bond is currently used in the municipal bond market to 
comprehend almost all bonds other than general obligation bonds. 
 
REVENUES:  Funds that the government receives as income.  It includes such items as tax payments, 
fees from specific services, receipts from other governments, fines, forfeitures, and interest income. 
 
SAFER GRANT:  Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response.  A grant funded by the U. S. 
Department of Homeland Security.  This grant provides funding, for a percentage of the base pay and 
benefits for a firefighter, over a five year period.  At the end of the five year period the City would be 
responsible for the entire salary. 
 
SALES TAX:  A general "sales tax" levied on persons and businesses selling merchandise or services 
in the city limits on a retail basis.  The basic tax is one-cent but cities have the option of imposing 
additional sales taxes in varying amounts of up to one cent.  These additional sales taxes are known as 
dedicated taxes, because their proceeds may be spent only for certain purposes.  The City of Saginaw’s 
dedicated taxes are used for the reduction of property taxes crime control and prevention and street 
maintenance.  The Texas Comptroller collects the sales tax and “rebates” the city’s share on a monthly 
basis.  The comptroller retains a small portion of the tax revenue to cover the state’s administrative 
costs. 
 
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER (SRO):  A police officer that is assigned to the middle schools.  He is 
there mainly as a police presence and to assist with juvenile problems. 
 
SINKING FUND:  The term sinking fund derives from the concept of "floating a bond issue".  The 
sinking fund was the fund created to accumulate monies to "sink" the debt at its maturity. 
 
SOURCE OF REVENUE:  Revenues are classified according to their source or point of origin. 
 
TEXAS LAW ENFORCEMENT TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM (TLETS):  A statewide 
telecommunications network that is composed of over 700 terminals/databases/computer interfaces 
representing over 675 city, county, state, federal, and military law enforcement and criminal justice 
agencies in Texas.  This network is controlled by a computerized, electronic message switching system 
located in the headquarters of the Texas Department of Public Safety in Austin. 
 
TARRANT APPRAISAL DISTRICT (TAD):  An entity established by State Law to ensure uniform 
property appraisals for all taxing jurisdictions in Tarrant County. 
 
TAXES:  Compulsory charges levied by a government for the purpose of financing services performed 
for the common benefit of all citizens. 
 
TAX RATE:  A rate at which taxes are levied per $100 of assessed valuation.  The amount of tax stated 
in terms of a unit of the tax base.  For example, $.50 per $100 of assessed valuation of taxable 
property. 
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TAX RATE LIMIT:  The maximum rate at which a government may levy a tax.  The limit may apply to 
taxes raised for a particular purpose, or to taxes imposed for all purposes, and may apply to a single 
government, to a class of governments, or to all governments operating in a particular area.  Overall tax 
rate limits usually restrict levies for all purposes and of all governments, state and local, having 
jurisdiction in a given area. 
 
TAX ROLL:  The official list prepared by the Tax Assessor-Collector showing the amount of taxes levied 
against each taxpayer or property. 
 
TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY (TCEQ):  Formerly known as Texas Natural 
Resources Conservation Commission (TNRCC).  The State agency that oversees pollution control laws. 
 
TEXAS STEP:  Located at Texas State University-San Marcos, as a part of the Department of Criminal 
Justice in the College of Applied Arts, Texas Statewide Tobacco Education & Prevention (Texas STEP) 
provides public awareness information on the tobacco laws, best practices and protocols to enforce the 
laws, and ways to increase tobacco awareness at the local level.  Aimed at reducing youth access to 
tobacco products by eliminating the illegal sale of tobacco to children, this law provides for 
comprehensive retailer education and inspections of retailers by law enforcement to ensure compliance. 
Texas STEP provides training and technical assistance throughout the State of Texas.  Participating law 
enforcement agencies receive updates on the law, are provided strategies and curricula on compliance 
education, are informed on the health consequences of youth tobacco use, are made aware of their 
legal reporting responsibilities, and can receive in-service training on the enforcement protocols. 
 
TEXPOOL:  An investment service for public funds provided by the State.  It offers local governments 
the opportunity to join with the State of Texas and other public entities to get the highest earnings 
possible on public money under the safest conditions. 
 
TOTAL SUSPENDED SOLIDS (TSS):  Solids that have not been broken down by organisms.  An 
indication of wastewater strength. 
 
TRANSMISSION SYSTEM:  A system of large water lines which transport large quantities of water from 
one area to another. 
 
TRE-TAX RATE EQUIVALENT:  The method of calculating the financial impact of alternate funding 
sources in terms of pennies on the tax rate.  It helps you determine how much you would need to add or 
delete from the tax rate to fund the budget. 
 
TRUTH-IN-TAXATION (TNT):  The Texas Constitution and Property Tax Code require taxing units to 
comply with certain steps in adopting their tax rates.  These truth-in-taxation laws have two purposes. 
They are to make taxpayers aware of tax rate proposals and to allow taxpayers, in certain cases, to roll 
back or limit a tax increase.  Property owners have the right to know of increases in their properties’ 
appraised value and to be notified of the estimated taxes that could result from the new value.  A City 
must publish its effective and rollback tax rates before adopting an actual tax rate.  They must publish 
special notices and hold two public hearings before adopting a tax rate that exceeds the lower of the 
rollback rate or the effective tax rate.  If a taxing unit adopts a rate that exceeds the rollback rate, voters 
may petition for an election to limit the rate to the rollback rate. 
 
 
TWO IN/TWO OUT:  Guideline established by the Texas Commission on Fire Protection requiring that 
no less than a team of two firefighters can enter a burning building or structure.  In addition, there must 
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be at least two additional firefighters outside the building in full protective gear that can immediately 
enter the building to rescue the entry team in the event they become trapped. 
 
UNDESIGNATED SURPLUS:  Excess fund balance that has not been designated to a particular 
expense.  The Council reviews the undesignated surplus during budget preparation.  This is mainly 
used for one time capital outlay purchases. 
 
W & WW:  Water and Wastewater. 
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